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The mission of Durant Road Middle School is to provide educational
opportunities for students to help prepare them for high school and the world
in the 215 century. “School As It Should Be.”
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DURANT ROAD MIDDE SCHOOL

A Welcoming Word from our Principal:

Greetings,

On behalf of the faculty and staff | want to welcome each of you to Durant Road Middle School and the
2011-2012 school year. This time of year is always exciting and busy as we close a school year out and
prepare for the beginning of a new school year in a little over a week. The task is made easier because
the faculty, parents, and total school community are so dedicated and talented.

This year, it is a pleasure to let you know that we are able to offer a foreign language (Spanish) to all
grade levels for the first time in quite some time. Our Junior Beta Club will begin their involvement
into the student school life in our efforts to increase student involvement. Our enrollment is projected
to be well over 1,400 students this school year. This may result in some classes being a little larger
than we are used to but please be comforted in knowing that we will work tirelessly to reduce class
sizes should the need arise to the extent our resources will allow.

We continue to experience stellar academic performance as indicated by our preliminary EOG results.
Once they are finalized, | will share the results which I anticipate you will be pleased.

As always, | want to thank you for all that you do in making Durant Road Middle School such a special
place. | am fortunate and thankful to have the opportunity to serve you and I look forward to working
with each of you during this school year.

Respectfully,
lan Solomon
Principal



A Welcoming Word from our new PTA President:

Hello and welcome,

I want to introduce myself as your PTA president for this year. My name 1is
Shelby Clark and I am looking forward to having a very busy yet productive year.

On behalf of the DRMS PTA, I would like to welcome you to the new school year. I
hope that we have the opportunity to work together for all the students and
faculty at DRMS.

We have new goals for this year and my focus will be to work towards putting
more technology into the school. Anything that you can do to help contribute
with this is greatly appreciated in advance.

Thank you for all you do!

DRMS PTA

Shelby Clark

JULY CALENDAR EVENTS

July

7 Open House for all Tracks, 4-6pm

11 First day of School for Tracks 1, 2 & 3

20 Ident-A-Kid pictures, Track 1, 2 & 3

21 Meet the teacher night — meet in your child’s homeroom
and go thru their schedule to meet their teachers. 7-9pm
PTA General Mtg — come and join the PTA and vote on the
PTA budget in the cafeteria during your child’s lunch
period.

29 Early Release 12:15pm. Last day for Track 3

August

1 First day for Track 4




Volunteer Opportunities

Front Office Support

Are you interested in making a difference at Durant Middle School? If you are,
volunteering in the front office is for you. This is a great opportunity to meet
the staff, parents, teachers and students at Durant and give a helping hand to
the front office staff. It really is a great volunteer opportunity to get involved in
at Durant - just a little time makes a huge impact on our school. If you have

questions, please contact Holly Hodges at officesupport@drmspta.net or by
phone at 270-1709 (cell). If you are interested in signing up to volunteer,

please check out our website calendar and get signed up
www.signupgenius.com/go/drms.

THANK YOU!

Please foin the PTA /

Your PTA membership helps improve our school in many ways. Please
consider joining by returning the form at the end of the newsletter to
your homeroom teacher. A membership table will also be available at
the Open House and Meet the Teacher nights.

The PTA supports our school by providing the following throughout the
year:

e Agenda for each student

e Teacher mini-grants (classroom books, supplies, etc.)

o Staff appreciation throughout the year

e Media Center support

e Cultural Art Programs

e Student Recognition and end of year awards

e Student Directory

e Technology improvements such as SmartBoards for each classroom


mailto:officesupport@drmspta.net
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/drms

JULY DRMS STAFF BIRTHDAYS:

6 Elaine Buckey

7 Janice Edwards

9 Kristen McConnell
11 Beth Otto

14 Dorothy Powell




Help earn money for our school!

the difference
Bl can make.

Clip ‘em!
Our school gets 10c for every box top. That d
them up it makes a HUGE difference! Last year we collected enough box tops to earn over $1200 for
the school! Just clip them and turn them in to your homeroom teacher.

Don’ t f dinkgoartgrocerypcard! &very time you shop, our school gets money
to support our programs. Last year we only had 128
families linked to Harris Teeter but earned over $1000! Let ' s get everyon

CVIC

Harris Teeter

Durant School Code: 4569
http://www.harristeeter.com/community/together in education/link to your school.aspx

xxxxxxxxxxxx

Register Your MVP Card »

Food Lion:

Durant School Code: 212888
http://www.foodlionmvprewards.com/mvp registration/cardno.php

The REDcard”  Target
Durant School ID: 8103
https://sites.target.com/site/en/corporate/page.jsp?contentld=PRD03-005158



http://www.harristeeter.com/community/together_in_education/link_to_your_school.aspx
http://www.foodlionmvprewards.com/mvp_registration/cardno.php
https://sites.target.com/site/en/corporate/page.jsp?contentId=PRD03-005158

New information about volunteering

Beginning July 1, 2011, Wake County Public Schools will not require volunteers to have a new CRC
(criminal record check). However, any continuing volunteer must reactivate his/her status no later than
October 31, 2011.

The following information describes the procedures for reactivation for continuing volunteers, the
process for new volunteers to obtain CRC clearance, and a summary of the appeal procedures.

Reactivation for Continuing Volunteers

o All continuing volunteers approved for the 2010-2011 school year MUST reactivate as a volunteer no later than
October 31, 2011. Volunteers may go to any WCPSS site/school and register through the intranet. Access to the
volunteer system is: WCPSS Intranet — Business Applications — Volunteer Registration.

o After October 31, 2011, individuals previously approved may not volunteer without a new criminal record check.

o The volunteer system will be open daily for reactivation/registration from July 1, 2011 through October 31, 2011,
from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.

e From November 7, 2011, through May 21, 2012, the volunteer system will be open on Mondays only, from 8:00
am to 4:00 pm. except for the following Mondays: December 19, 26, 2011, January 2, &16, 2012.

New Volunteers for 2011-2012

¢ Any new volunteer applicants for the 2011-2012 school year must register and have an approved criminal record
check prior to engaging in volunteer work. Applicants may register at any WCPSS site/school through the
intranet. Access to the volunteer system is: WCPSS Intranet — Business Applications — Volunteer Registration.

o The volunteer system will be open daily for reactivation/registration from July 1, 2011 through October 31, 2011,
from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.

e From November 7, 2011, through May 21, 2012, the volunteer system will be open on Mondays only, from 8:00
am to 4:00 pm. except for the following Mondays: December 19, 26, 2011, January 2, &16, 2012.

A Summary of the Appeals Procedure
¢ Any volunteer applicant who is denied volunteer status on the basis of his/her criminal record check has 14 days to
appeal in writing through Employee Relations. This letter of appeal should explain the circumstances of the
charge(s) and any mitigating factors that the applicant believes should be considered. The applicant will be
notified in writing of the response. Appeals should be addressed to Anthony Manzo, Employee Relations, Wake
County Public School System, 5625 Dillard Drive, Cary, NC 27518.




Durant R oad Middle School PTA Membership 2011-2012

The mission of the DRMS PTA is to promote a positive educational environment for all students
involving students, parents, teachers and administration. Support your PTA with a 2011-2012
membership and receive voting rights at all general PTA meetings, a DRMS car decal and a student
directory.

Parent/Guard ian Name(s):

Home Phone Number:

Student: Track: Grade: HR Teacher
Student: Track: Grade: __HR Teacher:
Student; Track: Grade: HR Teacher:

Membership options:
Single - $10.00 Family - $15.00 Dolphin Donor - $30.00 **

**Dolphin Donor membership includes a DRMS t -shirt, in addition to a student directory, and a
DRMS decal. Single and Family memberships include the decal and the directory only.

Dolphin Donor T -shirt size Color (Black or White)

Cash Total: __ Check #: Check Amount: PTA initials:

The PTA would like to improve communications and information access. The monthly SPLASH newsletter and
other periodic updates will be distributed via e-mail and will be posted on the DRMS PTA website. To be added
to the DRMS PTA e-mail distribution list, please provide your e-mail address. No e-mail address will be sold or
shared with any other organizations.

E-mail Address 1:

E-mail Address 2:

Student Directory Opt Out

A student directory wil!/| be published with each student
distributed to all PTA members in September. Ifyoudonot wi sh t o have your stude
included, please fill out the information below.

Do not include my studentés information in t




Durant Road Middle School PTA Volunteers 2011 -2012

Name: Phone:

E-mail address:

DRMS cannot function without volunteers. Please check the committees on which you
would be willing to participate.

Box Tops for Education (Chair - Linda Butler) Organize collection and submission of Box
Tops for Education.

Cultural Arts (Chair - Kate Seagraves/Gina May) Work with teachers, staff, and the United
Arts Council to schedule and organize cultural arts (writing workshops, dramatic presentations,
music, entertainment) events for students

8th Grade Celebration (Chair - Marta Hester) Plan and organize the 8th grade end of year
picnics, dance and other activities.

Fundraising (Chair - Tracy Payne/Angie Banask) Plan and organize activities to raise funds to
support the activities of the PTA

Grounds Beautification (Chair - OPEN) Work to maintain and enhance the grounds,
landscaping, and campus appearance

March Madness (Chair - Karen Celata/Maurice Wilcox) Plan and organize the spring March
Madness event involving basketball games between staff and students

Media Support (Chair - OPEN) Coordinate parent volunteers or be a volunteer to assist the
media specialist during school hours

Membership (Chair - Mandi Adams) Promote and process PTA memberships, distribute
membership cards and register all members with the State and National PTA

Office Support (Chair - Holly Hodges) Coordinate parent volunteers to assist office staff
during school hours

Reflections (Chair - OPEN) Publicize the Reflections program and coordinate the submission
of Reflections entries to Wake County PTA

School Directory (Chair - Sherri Weitnauer) Publish and distribute the annual Student
Directory

School Store (Chair - Sherry Farmer) Provide merchandise for sale at the school store;
volunteers will open and run the store

Staff Appreciation (Chair - Alicia Ayers/Leslie Dunlap) Organize teacher, staff, bus driver

and custodian appreciation activities

If you are interested in chairing or co-chairing any of the committees above, please indicate the
committee here




Communications:

Please send Splash submissions to splash@drmspta.net by July 27, 2010 for the
August edition.

Please email vpcommunications@drmspta.net if you are not receiving emails from
the PTA or if you wish to be removed from the email list.

THANKS!



mailto:splash@drmspta.net
mailto:vpcommunications@drmspta.net

